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Re.

Most significant aspect Soviefﬂreactiﬁn

A,
B,

A.

tp date is note's attemyt‘a88igd,USJ?e~ f

. sponsiblility seizure.

Must have known trﬁ¢“identi£ylﬁﬁfé}i
Studied amission'ﬁatidnﬁlisfé-couléL
reflect Soviet embarrassment at .
aétiﬁa by'"Chiang7Kai»shék remnant

cligque. ™

possible Soviet actions, likely that
. BSSK will wait to see whether Wationali%tq

‘release TUAPbE s00n0 .

Could take ”appropriate meaau?eﬁ"’;‘
~at any t:me by sending naval easart

with vessels near ernasa
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1. W¥Would help restore prestige;
also show readiness gua;d
3oviet communications with
China. |

2. Yﬁowever, would imply willing-
ness risk iucidents possibly
involving US NaQy. |

3. Major effcr£ could weaken
defensive naval strength in
area at critical time.

8. More likely thgt‘escort effort, if
made, will be small-scale.
g Howevgr,ﬁdist;hce from
Vladi%aé%ok'reqﬁires escorts
e based Chihése porté, where
facilities limited. |

2. Risk incideﬁts would remain.
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C. Duriﬁg wait for release TUAPSE,
Soviet preﬁaganda condenns seizure
as evidence US desire fan conflicts
in Far Easﬁ; calls air surveillance
technique for tip-off.
1. ©n diplomatic level, USSR
may request Security Council
_action, on grounds tanker
case indicative US "aggressive'
intent,;” threat to peace.

2. If TBAPSS released soon,

propaglnda

line probab13 will

weaken, but: ccntinue harp on

Naticnaligt seizure Cargo.
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VI. On balance, believe du% prestige con-

- giderations and impdrtanée economic
commitment providé China oil, USSR will
not permit indefinite interferencevwiib
Pacific traffic. Eupect tankers now
delayed will sbon,resumewveyages, PoOS~
‘sibly with escort. = |
A. ’USSR‘caiculateS'this would not cause

» ‘US counteraction.f |
| -,TB. “Further calculateé that "freedembcfy
sags" devtrine~impiicit 1n action

would be regarded xavorably by most

cther maritime natlons.
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